
Dear Paul

Thank you for your letter dated 24th November regarding the ongoing support and 
care that is required for UASC, and the request for wider participation in the NTS. In 
addition to this we welcome the statement in the House of Commons on 7th 
December by the Immigration Minister, introducing secondary legislation to allow the 
NTS to be rolled out to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in 2018.

In the North West we welcome recognition of the participation the region has 
undertaken in this field, with 84 children and young people already transferred to the 
region since the end of 2016 (against an original pledge of 88) and further 
commitment provisionally agreed at a regional DCS level to accept an additional 46 
cases from December 2017. 

The region has a long and proud history of engagement in asylum and migration 
programmes. Twenty-one authority areas in the region are engaged in resettlement 
and the region takes the highest number of Gateway refugees in the country. 
Ongoing work is taking place to continue this engagement and to bring new areas 
into resettlement participation.

Nevertheless we feel it is necessary to highlight that while the region is committed to 
participate in the NTS at present, there are issues that will affect our ability to 
participate in the longer term. Not least of these is the ongoing level of supported 
asylum seeker dispersal into the region. As we are sure you are aware, 25% of all 
nationally supported asylum seekers in the UK are accommodated within the North 
West; of that, 80% are accommodated within Greater Manchester and the majority of 
the remaining figure are accommodated within Liverpool. The level of pressure on 
services as a result, both statutory and non-statutory, is considerable, and whilst the 
region appreciates that a key focus of UKVI is to open up new areas for dispersal, 
we do not feel that this imbalance is being redressed quickly enough. Our RSMP has 
worked tirelessly with all Local Authorities in the region and as a result 32 out of 39 
Authorities are now engaged with supporting the asylum programme, but further 
work is hindered by the perceived lack of engagement nationally on supporting the 
programme. The same is true for NTS participation, and the recent publication of the 
NTS data shows a correlation between those Authorities where asylum dispersal is 
low and where NTS participation has not been taken up - this is not acceptable.

In addition, and a primary key concern for Members in the region, is the funding 
arrangements for NTS both for UASC in care and leaving care. We are aware that 
UKVI and RSMP colleagues are considering the responses following on from the call 
for evidence over the summer, but we cannot stress strongly enough the need to 
ensure that remuneration adequately meets the expense of participation in this 
voluntary scheme. Participation in this scheme costs individual regional Authorities 
roughly £15,000 per child per year in care over and above the NTS funding 
arrangements, and this situation is not tenable long-term and will jeopardise any 
ability the region has to continue its support for NTS. 

Alongside these issues, the region faces growing pressures in terms of spontaneous 
UASC arrivals and an increasing number of children brought to the UK under the 
Dublin III arrangements, who end up in Local Authority care following family 



breakdown. Given the history of migration to the region, and the refugee 
communities who settle here both post-asylum support and as part of the numerous 
resettlement programmes we engage in, it is not surprising that the region is seeing 
an increasing number of children joining family members.  The lack of support for 
these families is concerning, leading ultimately to breakdown of accommodation and 
the child moving into Local Authority care, causing additional uncertainty for the child 
and additional resource pressure on Local Authorities. We urge the Government to 
work to address this urgently, to give children the stability that they need during an 
unsettled period in their lives.

We welcome any opportunity to discuss these issues and to seek to find a solution 
that allows the region to continue participation within the NTS. The current 
commitment of 46 children will be dependent, in part, on the conclusion of the 
ongoing funding review and of direct evidence that other regions are playing their 
part in this and other schemes.

Yours sincerely

Steve Reddy Linda Clegg
Director of Children and Director of Children’s Services
Young People’s Services Blackburn with Darwen Council and
Liverpool City Council Lancashire County Council

Joint Chairs of the North West Association of Directors of Children’s Services


